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tnd vice rather encouraged than punished. By
*reat exertions he was able to effect some im-
provement in the prisons near his own residence.
Then he was led to inquire into the condition of
more distant jails. In time he visited every large
prison in England, and many of those in Sccft>
land and Ireland. Being able to describe their
condition to persons in authority, he caused laws
to be made for improving the condition of pris-
ons in England.

4.    Having thus done some good in his own
country, he resolved to extend his benevolent
exertions abroad.    In   1775,  he commenced a
series of tours on the Continent, which were only
concluded by his death sixteen years afterwards.
He visited the prisons of every country in Eu-
rope, ascertaining their condition, and exerting
himself with the various governments to get them
improved.    Everywhere  he  lived frugally, and
devoted his superfluous fortune to the relief of
the miserable.    From time to time, in the course
of his travels, he published his observations, with
suggestions for a better system of prison-disci-
pline ; and by these means, as well as by the in-
terest felt in his own singular benevolence, he so
effectually fixed public attention on the subject,
that much improvement was the consequence.

5.    Howard had heard much of the miseries
which the plague produces at all the ports along
the Mediterranean.   At each of these there is a
kind of hospital called lazaretto, where the whole
of the  individuals landing from a vessel which
comes from an infected place are kept confined